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he original California wild turkey became extinct around 10,000 
years ago, probably due to climate change at the end of the last ice

age. No wild turkeys gobbled again in California until the late 1800s.
  Wild Turkeys of various subspecies were first reintroduced to Cali-

fornia in 1877, and the De-
partment of Fish and Game 
has been releasing turkeys in 
California for hunting pur-
poses since 1910. Prefer-
ring the oak woodlands like 
that of Marin and Sonoma 
Counties to any other habitat, the population exploded and quickly spread. Wild tur-
keys can now be found in almost every open space preserve (and in many residential 
areas!) in the San Francisco Bay Area. The Bay Area is a veritable turkey�s delight!
  The domestic turkey of today came to farms in California after several hundred 
years of globe trotting. In the early 1500s Spanish explorers brought the Aztec�s 
turkey, domesticated from the wild Mexican subspecies, to Europe. Europeans con-
fused this new bird with an African guinea fowl imported through Turkey, and 
voila! The name �turkey� was born. When the pilgrims came to the Americas they 
brought their gobbling pheasant with them, having no idea that its wild counter-
parts were already in residence.

Bearded Gobbler
  As much as 4 feet high and up to 25 pounds, a male turkey, aka �tom� or �gobbler,� 
is impressive. The hen is smaller, only 3 feet tall and averaging 8 pounds. And what a 
sight they are! The turkey�s fleshy bumps on its head are �caruncles.� �Wattles� refer 
to the skin hanging from throat and neck. A �snood� is a flap of skin that hangs over 
the beak. Turkeys have �beards� or specialized feathers that stick out from the breast, 

They�re showing up in the best neighborhoods and 
they�re becoming bolder. But the wild turkeys you are 
seeing didn�t invite themselves. They were here before, 
and we invited them back � now they�re here to stay.
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